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Who gets healed 

Q If you believe that God is sovereign, then do you believe that anyone, Christian or non-
Christian, can be healed? 

Anyone 

James 5:13-15 Anyone will be healed if the healer has faith 

Even those with no faith, unconfessed sin, or without thankfulness 
Mark 2:1-12 paralytic man lowered through roof by four friends healed through their faith Mark 5:1-20 The demon-

possessed man from Gadarenes area had no say in his exorcism. Mark 5:35-43 Jairus’ 12-year-old daughter was 
resurrected. Luke 7:1-10 the sick Roman centurion’s servant never saw Jesus before he was healed.  

It’s not the lack of faith in the person who has the illness, it’s the lack of faith who is interceding for them. The lack of healing 
results in a need to find a cause other than an improper understanding of the scriptures. People blame a lack of faith or an 
unconfessed sin in the people who are to receive the healing.  

The act of healing is not dependent on the person being healed no matter their faith or state of sin. 
The act of healing is mostly dependent on the faith of the person who is praying for healing. 

Not everyone 

Luke 4:23-27 Jesus said that even Elijah didn’t take care of Israel’s widows except for one and he didn’t heal all of 
Israel’s lepers except for one. It is the exception and not the rule when God chooses to use a prophet like Elijah for 
a miracle. 

People will always need to be healed by medical treatment. 
God will not perform many miracles through one person. 

Q Do you need faith to be healed? Do you need faith to heal? 

How we see healing 

From God 

Q Do you believe that God has healed, can heal, and still wants to heal? Is that different 
from hoping God will heal?  

Q Does that give us the right to decide for God when healing occurs? 

Q If we see someone healing another person does it necessarily mean that they are a 
Christian? 

Q Do you believe that a fallen angel (demon) can speak to you even if you are a Christian 
to test you? 

By prayer 

From God alone 

Q Have we been given the power to heal because we have the Holy Spirit? 
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1 Corinthians 1:30-31 We have nothing to boast about except that which is from God. 2 Corinthians 13:4 We are 
weak as we live in Christ, but also live by God’s power to be a servant. 1 Cor 12:7-11 The HS manifests the gifts to 
heal. 

It is by grace alone that we receive healing from God, and we can do nothing by ourselves to merit it. We should obey God’s 
commands and then ask God in prayer. The Holy Spirit may manifest the gift in us to heal but it is up to us to direct it through 
the compassion we have for the sick. 

AA and Al-Anon’s Christian roots teach (1)  I came to realize my life was unmanageable; I had no power to help myself. (2) I 
came to believe in a power greater than myself, that could heal me. (3) I found the strength to turn my life over to God (as I 
myself understand God). 

The power of healing is from God’s grace alone. 
Declaring that healing is by God alone is a good place to start. 

From God with our faith 

Matthew 9:20-22 The woman with bleeding for 12 years. Matthew 13:54-58, Mark 6:1-6 Jesus did not do many 
miracles in Nazareth because of their lack of faith. Luke 17:11-19 Jesus healed 10 lepers. Luke 18:35-43 Jesus 
healed the blind man near Jericho. Acts 3:3-16 Peter healed the Beautiful Gate cripple  

Healing from God is dependent on the faith of the person praying for healing and many times the 
person receiving the healing. 

By natural processes 
Colossians 4:14 Paul refers to Luke as a physician, one who heals. 

By using the skills and intervention of medicine with the regenerative power of the human body. 

Through objects 

From a person who heals 

2 Kings 4:25-30 Elisha told his servant to rush to the Shunammite woman’s dead son and touch his staff to his face. 
Acts 19:11-12 Paul touched handkerchiefs and aprons which healed the sick and exorcised evil spirits while 
preaching in Ephesus. 

Anointing with oil 

James 5:13-15 Gather church elders to pray for you and anoint you with oil when you are sick. The prayer of the 
people that pray for healing will be efficacious if they have faith. 

With laying on of hands 
Lev. 4:24, Lev. 16:21 is about putting your hands on the head of a goat and transferring sin. Numbers 8:10, Hebrews 

6:1–2 is about recognizing priestly authority. Numbers 27:18 is about recognizing political authority. Matthew 
9:18; Mark 5:23; 6:5; 7:32; 8:22–25; Luke 13:13 – Jesus healing by touch 

In general, laying on of hands is part of a ritual in cooperation with God’s authority that seeks to transfer a desired non-
physical state for the benefit of those present. But this could also have the effect of taking on an unclean state if not careful 
(1 Timothy 5:22). The washing of your body or clothes (Exodus 19:10), such as Pilate’s washing of his hands (Matthew 27:24) 
or the baptism of a new believer (1 Peter 3:21, Titus 3:5), is symbolically the opposite, in that it seeks to remove a state which 
was unwanted. 

From other supernatural powers 

Q Do we have any innate natural ability to perform healing without God or another spirit? 

Acts 16:16-18 Paul commanded a spirit with the ability of precognition to leave the slave girl without her permission 
in the name of Jesus. A person can predict the future through a demonic spirit. A demonic spirit can confirm who 
God is and recommend a true evangelist while disguising its purpose of annoying them. 

Q Is God truly sovereign if we command the ability to heal through the Holy Spirit? 

Q What is the role of the grace of God in healing if we have that authority? 

Q Can we command healing to occur through another spirit other than God? 
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Q How would you know the difference between a healing from God and a healing from 
another spirit? 

Direct invocation 
Albert Best, Edgar Cayce, and others have had a gift of healing but were not asking God for the ability and knew that there 
was another power involved. Cayce had misgivings about his ability since it conflicted with his Christian belief but eventually 
was persuaded to continue with his readings which became more metaphysical including talking about reincarnation. 

Indirect invocation – auras, qi /chi 
Romans 12:2 Learn to stop following what the world says is important. Keep learning and let your life be changed. As 

you learn more, you will be able to understand what God wants for your life. 

People believe that they can interact with auras of other people by putting their hands within close proximity of the sick 
person. Qi is the Chinese name for the energy that is radiating from the physical body and has techniques similar to using 
auras for control of its power. Even Christians who pray for others will often place their hands near the other person’s body to 
try to influence or at least participate in the act of healing. Please don’t imitate this worldly show of personal power when 
you pray. 

Reiki practitioners use a technique called palm healing or hands-on healing through which a "universal energy" is said to be 
transferred through the palms of the practitioner to the patient. 

By deceit 

1 Timothy 6:3-5 Teaching false doctrines means that a teacher is conceited and doesn’t know enough. False teaching 
is evident when teachers quarrel over unsettled arguments and word definitions. These teachers spat with each 
other, take offense, get mean, fear the worst, and never enjoy each others’ company. They seek to profit financially 
from the gospel and the teaching of these controversies. 

Stage magic 
Magicians control their environment to keep the secret of how they do it from being discovered. They use misdirection or 
deceit to keep people from knowing the source of healing power. Psychic healing is a simple form of stage magic. 

Religious wording 

Defining sickness as lack of knowledge - Christian Science 
Christian Science practitioners work by trying to argue the sick thoughts out of the person's mind. Consultations can take 
place in person, by telephone, or even by mail. Individuals may also be able to attain correct beliefs by themselves through 
prayer or mental concentration. 

Defining faith as a personal power - Word of faith 

Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego affirmed that they had no need to respect the sovereignty of the 
king because they trusted God to save them if it was his will but also knew that he may not save them. Psalms 
91:1-3 By being under God’s protection, you are always being watched by him and will save me from traps and 
from disease. Psalm 103:1-5 Praise God for the benefits we have received including forgiving all our sins and 
healing all our diseases. God also redeems our life and gives us love and compassion. God gives us our desires of 
good things that make us feel young again. Mark 11:22-24 By your faith in God, and without doubting, what you 
command will be done by God. What you ask for in prayer, you should believe that it has been given, and it will be. 

The Word of Faith movement says that if we meditate and confess the Word of God and especially its promises, we will build 
faith and will walk in God’s abundant material provision, physical healing and family wholeness. This is a generalization that 
does not respect the sovereignty of God. E. W. Kenyon, considered the founder, Kenneth Hagin, Oral Roberts, and Kenneth 
Copeland advocate this position. If you say all disease will be healed, you are trapped into blaming the person needing 
healing for lack of faith or some other reason when God doesn’t provide healing. 

 “Say this to yourself: ‘The master key to my healing is my believing. My faith has complete mastery over all 
the diseases in my body. Not just part of them but all of them and as I believe, I will be healed, Lord, I believe.’ 
“ (Roberts, Deliverance from Fear and from Sickness, 2011, p. 69) 

I had faith, a lot of it. It had worked for me many times. Through it, I had been lifted from obscurity to a 
worldwide ministry to tens of thousands. At times, I felt in absolute control as I felt faith working in my heart; 
at other times, it was like I had no faith at all. (Roberts, The Miracle of Seed-Faith, 1970, 1982) 

See: Study guide 2 - Do we have authority over sickness? / Authority by atonement 
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Psalm 127:1-2 God is the only one who can plan so that there is no fault in the execution, and the only one who sees 
any threat or problem Man by himself will always fail. 

The faith you need is faith in what God promises, not faith in a welfare system from God. 

Faith is not a superpower to direct to anything, it is a connection of strength, a relationship of belief 
in God’s covenant based on evidence of actions God performed with people in the Bible or yourself. 

Psychological techniques 
Cold reading / The psychic. “You seem to be in some pain or have an emotional concern. It was in the last few days or maybe 
has been with you for a while.” Barnum statements - "I sense that you are sometimes insecure, especially with people you 
don't know very well." 

Shotgunning / The prophet. “ I see a person with a pain in their back or legs.  I sense an older male figure in your life, who 
wants you to know while you may have had disagreements in your life, he still loved you." 

Rainbow ruse / the personality spectrum- "Most of the time you are positive and cheerful, but there has been a time in the 
past when you were very upset." 

Self-delusion 

Philippians 2:3, 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 Don’t be conceited or insist on your own way. Be humble and request. 

To maintain a narcissistic personality, one must be convinced that what they say is the truth. Sometimes it comes true, 
sometimes not. There’s always the confirmation bias that helps support us when it does and the convenient forgetfulness 
when it doesn’t. 

Declaring future results 

Deuteronomy 28:58-61 God sent plagues to the current generation of Hebrews and their descendants, harsh and 
prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering diseases. 1 Samuel 2:7 The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he 
humbles and he exalts. 

A declaration is a word in magic for commanding a spirit to obey, similar to a spell, curse, or hex. Substitute the words “I 
declare” for “I believe” to be stronger. 

“I declare healing, the manifestation of Your healing power today!” 

Unreasonable belief 
“…I never created you to bear sickness and disease. I certainly never created you for poverty. I created wealth for you, I 
created you for wealth. Far more than the human mind can conceive, not so you can just walk in pride. But, so that you could 
bless the entire earth….” “I believe that all disease will be healed.” “I believe that as I continue to trust and have faith in the 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I will see the manifestation of Your healing power.” 

Proof of real healing 
Look for proof by these criteria: (1) the ailment must be one that normally doesn't recover without treatment; (2) there must 
not have been any medical treatment that would be expected to influence the ailment; and (3) both diagnosis and recovery 
must be demonstrable by detailed medical evidence. 

Q How probable is it that someone in this group of people tonight has had an injury in 
their back and is experiencing some pain tonight? 

Q You know that “Visualize world peace” movement a 
while back? How’s that working out? 

Q Should a Christian visit a Reiki practitioner to seek 
healing? What power do they have? Is their training akin to learning some magical art? 

How to pray for someone else 

Interview 

Q Would you rather pray over a clinical description of chronic disease for someone or 
pray with the same person about an abusive home life and stressful job? 



Healing Bible Study 4 

5 | P a g e  

Q Which one of those above would the person receiving prayer feel more cared for? 

Any kind of question to get the ball rolling is good. Then listen and read between the lines. Also listen to God in case he gives 
you a word of knowledge for how to pray. This may be an image or in words. Most problems are better envisioned not as 
medical descriptions but as sources of stress or sin in their personal lives or jobs.  

Prayer strategy 

Q What are some of the ways that we can eliminate any barriers to effective prayer 
before we pray with them? 

Repentance and forgiveness are primary ways to resolve problems. Some special cases may involve demons. And we live in a 
fallen world so illness may just be none of our faults. 

Pray for specific results 

Q The prayer that starts “please help this person in their illness” is vaguer than “please 
bring their pain under control without drugs.” By leaving it more general, are we 
allowing God to work with more freedom? 

Ask God to perform healings in the name of Jesus and know what your goal is so you know that God has performed healing.  

Assess the results 

Q How much time should you expect to pass before you see results from prayer? 

Q What if the results of your prayer are somewhat different than what you prayed for? 
Did God ignore your prayer? 

Q How do you express your belief that God did not fail because your prayers weren’t 
answered? 

Expect a complete healing and see how much of healing has happened in respect to the goal that you prayed for. Look for 
improvement and get feedback after you pray. Even Jesus had to check with the blind man who saw trees walking around so 
that he could pray again. Consult with the person to see how they feel. 

After the prayer 

Q How often do you check with someone you are praying for to hear feedback on your 
prayer? 

Q How much longer should you pray for a person that you are personally with when there 
are no results from the first time? 

Q How do you find out what may be blocking God answering your prayer because of how 
the person you are praying for is living their life? 

Healing may be instantaneous or gradual. And follow up is important so that the person’s attitude doesn’t work against them 
in disbelief or in old negative thoughts. “Go and sin no more.” 
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